A LET FER 


To the Right Honorable 


A. Earl of Eſſex, 


FROM 


DUBLIN. 


Declaring the ſtrange Obſtinacy of 


a4 P APISTE S, 


a ( As here, lo) in IRELAND; 


Who being evidently Convitt and Condemn'd for Criminal | 


| Cauſes,yet at their Death,and upon the Gallows,abſolutely 
avid; deny the Fact ; And the erroneous and impious Motives,given by 
| their Prieſts, by which they are deluded to do it. 


Joſhua VII. xix, xx 
My Son, give glory to God, confeſs to him, and tel! me what thou baſt 


one, 


i90} 
1 # 4nd Achan ſaid, Indeed T have finned, &Cc. 
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LETTER 


To the Right Honorable 


A. Eanxut of ESSEX, 

FROM 

DUBLIN. 
- Declaring , 


The firans 26 Obſtiriacy of PAPIST E 
( as hae: 92 in Ireland, &c. 


May it m_ your has. 11 01 
Bax N Sunday laſt 1 reveived yours of Feb- 
ruarg the 24*t,and have inquired intothe 
2 18 Truth of theStory of an [iſs Papiit Ex- 
AW / ccuted im this Conntrey,whoat the' Gal 
Ss @ lows denied the Fad for which hewas to 
ſuffer; but after he had Hanged awhile, 
the Rope by accident breaking , and the MatcfaGor | 
corteing to himſelf, confets'd it ro be true. 6, 
A 2 E 


(2) 


The perſon was one Johr Cxrphy a Papiit, who, " 
Lent Aſſizes will be Seven years, was Tryed before Ny, 


Baron Herne ( then His Majeſties Serjeant) for 
in the County of Moraghar, and being found Guilty 
was condemned to dye. At the Gallows this Curphy 4+. 


nied the Fa& with great Confidence and Aſſeveration; of 


his Innocency, and was turned off the Ladder, perſiſting 
in his denial; but after he had hanged ſome little ſpace 
the Rope by chance breaking, and he falling down x 
little ſtunn'd, cawe again to himſelf,and fell to bis prayer, 
thanking God that he had given hin: time to declare th 
Truth, and not to go out of the World with a Lye in hi 
mouth, and then confeſſed himſelf Guilty of the Fa fir 


which he was Condemned. 


Afterwards 'this' Cxyphy was brought;back, to the 
Gaol by the Sheriff Mr. Lxcas, and application madety 
Baron Hexe to Reprieve the Priſoner ; but he telling 


the Sheriff that the Judge had done his duty, and the 
Sheriff muſt do his, Cxrphy wasExecuted. | 


'; This Account write from Mr Baron Hene's om | 


mouth, this very morning, who'petfe@tly knows thy 
Narrative to. be true,and was the Perſon who acquaint 
ed your Lordſhip with it, at your firſt coming into the 
Government. 

He alſo tells me, that to thebeſtof his remembrance, 
this Cwrphy owned, That the Priet had given him 4bſals 
tion, upon condition not to diſcover any thing,or declarehiy. 


Jecomplices Aud that be weed not doubt his Saloatin | 


the Fa&. not. being, committed., Gods Peg 


avg. (95 he ſuppoſed.) the:Papi[ts; or to that & 


the then Sheriff, lives in Mozaghar, and theR *<<&«l. 
this Tryal are there, wherefore I have waited uponM. 


Juſtice Fohnſox, who! goes that Circuit , and left ct. 
*f 1 —- | 
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| tima Memorial of theſe Particulars, who will inquire 
F into them, and give me an atteſted Account thereof, 
F which when they come to my hands, I will tranſmit to - 


ir”, —_— 


" £45 


your Lordſhi P» 


Mr. Juftice Johnſon alſo told me another Relation, 


| ſomething of this nature There was a ſpecial Com- 


Ms —_———_ 


SELASS. 


miſſion lately directed to himſelf, to try ſeveral Male- 
ftors for Murthers and Robberies, committed in the 
County of Czvar. The Perſons Indicted, were two of 
the D»ffies, and one Plunkett, all Iriſh Papiits. The Duf- 


ſts when they were firſt apprehended, Confeit that. they 


were fm”; of the Crimes laid to their Charge, and gave 
the ſame Evidence alſo againſt Plunkett at his Tryal, up- 
on which, with other moſt undeniable Circumſtances, 
Plunkett was Condemned. 'The Dxffies were afterwards 
tryed for the ſame Fadts, and Condemned alſo. 


-1 ſhould likewiſe have told your Lordſhip , That 


Plunkett #po-z his firſt Apprehenſion , owned to Sir John 


- Edgworth, that he was Guilty. | 
* After theSentence was paſt upon them, one Brady a 


Priefs; came to theſe'Duffies in Priſon, and uſed Argu- 
ments to induce them to Recant their Evidence ; but they 
perſiſting *'in the Truth ,, would. not be prevailed. 


pon: | 
Mr. Juſtice Foh»ſo-: hearing this, ſent for Brady, who, 


- upon his Examination, could ot deny, but that he had 
- bee with the Duthes, to- perſuade them to Renonnce their 
- Teftimony againſt Plunkett. | 


| Whereyupon the Judge Committed him. The Con- 


© Uufion was, That one of the Duffies (the other being 
| Reprieved ) ſuffer'd, confefling the Fat, and pores 


ting in his Accuſation of. Plankgtt, And Plunkett dyed 
| as 


(4) 


4s obſtinate, on the other ſide, utterly denying,that be wa 4 ; 
' Grilty, with Curſes upon himſelf,and Rennnciations of $a. | 


vation, if he were not innocent. 


I mnſt alſo crave leave to trouble your Lordfhip 
with ariother Narrative of this fort, which I had from 
Sir Richard Reynel, one of the Judges of the Kings 
Bench. | 

About Odober laſt was Twelvemonth, there was tryed 
before him, upon a Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer, 
one Neile-O-Neile, an Iriſh Papiſt , for a Murther' com- 
mitted at Rathdrum in the County of Wicklow. 

This Nezle-O- Nezle in Priſon, and at his Tryal, owned 
to ſeveral Perſons, ( "ge which I hear my Lord of 
Strafford then in Ireland was one) That he was Guilty, 
and was ſo found by the Jury, the Fa being clearly 


proved againſt him: But at the Gallows, he wtterly de- © 


nicd it 


Theſe three Particulars being averr d to me this very 
d.y, by the three aforementioned Judges, I humbly preſum 
to ſend them your Lordſhip as true. 


I fear 1 have tyred your Lordſhip with this long Litte, 


but I thonght it my Duty to give you the fulleſt 


ccount I 
could of your Commands : who am, 


Your LOR DSHIPS 
Dublin, Mar. 5. 
1675 | 
: Moſt Obedient and Faithful Servant 


Poſtſcript. It is thought reaſonable to ſuppreſs theName of 
the Perſon that wrote this Letter, for fear of expoſing 
him to danger, from the Party. concerned in the Informa- 
tiO.1, 


| 
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; | A Poſtſcript in the- ſame Letter. 


My Lord Chief Juſtice Booth, my Lord Chief Baron, 
znd the Theee Judges named m this Letter, all tell me, 
That the Criminals that dye in the Romiſh Perſuaſion, 
although apprehended in the very Fad, yet never confeſs 3 
fir after they have had I from the Prieſt , the 
| Crime i (according to their Dodrine ) totally take 


ay; and it having, as it were, never been, they may with 
aſefe Gonſcience deny it. 


